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- yearswas that Ho represented an almost -
9 . resistable nationalist force and -Diem showed
7 = mo promise ol establishing a solid non-Com-
/ »munist government. ' T

In a National Intelligence Estimate of Au-
gust, 1931, the CIA said it did “not believe v

@) WO

tional policy, the documents indicate the Eis-' 845 G v L TDE DEENE
cnbower administration  was subsequently there will Be the dramatic transtormation i
forced {o concentrate on salvaging Diam’s ye- French policy recessary to win the active loy:

e - - : -ally and suppaort of the local population for a
South Vielnam govercient, . . . C

" The documents, disclosed 1o The Sun-Times

e

[ G . e N : . K CATEN, N if i nyaecilsis - a Toront N

i 5.1, E (-3 ‘:Q;-"' ' by o -number of reliable saurces, also re- Alfhuugq it is psssn“e.. Ehm the French ai‘d.
. y ' -the Vietnamese, even with support from the

o Co _.a\\f""-\'ealod “these previously unpublished facts
ot T p O VN Lo about the U.S, involvement in Vietnam: )
Ll b)’_ f\;ﬁ‘cznon !"9‘?'“”:‘“!“6 s - () All contingency planning for-the bomb-
... ana H)Qn‘.c:s D. Ross *. ~ing of North Vietnam was completed by anid-
C ST L SunTimes Bureau .0 June, 1964, but the White House passed the
' © lorder to mavk tinge “during the nost six , o PO
L ) T+ -months,” that is, ustil Décember, the month £ressively over ‘]‘_a nest year. o
i WASHINGTON - “The “late President after the Presidential clection. : ~ .o Find highyegard for Ho
Duwight D. Eistnhower secretly establishad in - (2) Yormer Presideat Lyndon B. Johnson Thc CIA concluded in anether document at
1958 a national palicy to eliminate Comniunist was advised by a top-level panel in carly 196 the time that “the miost significant particular-
“control in Hanoi and reunite North and South that bombing North Viemam' would not’win political sentiment of the bulk. of the popu-
Vietmam wnder a pro-ULS. government, offi-. the wer. Soon afler the bombing began it was llan was an antipaihy for.the French com-
cial documents revealed Thursday. -evident that it was wot working and this was bined with a personal regard for Ho Chi Minh
I a Nutional Securily Comncil paper, NSC confirmed by an extuostive study in 1667, a as the symbol of Viemamese nationalism.” -
- 5809, dated Apeil 2, 1958, Fisenhower divecied full year before it was stoppad in Novewbes, ‘The CIA predicied that the Communists
the govermment to “work toward the wealen. 1965, . R would remain in a state of relative quies-
Jng of the Communists of North and Souih  (3) A fowr days alter taking office, Mr. John- pace” I Diem hald Jhe 195§ nationa) ctec-
Vietnam in order (o bring about the cventual son issued 2 National Security Memo, NSAM fans as required by the 1234 Geneva accords.
peaceful reanification of a froe and indcpen- 273,” ea Nov. 26, 1953 ordering plans for thot ?ndcd lh:e war with the F 1‘6-11'(3'1).‘ 131 CfI‘CCL,
“dent Vielnam under anti-Comaunist loads “possible increased activity” i §6cret raids ¢ C1A argued that Diem provoked the Com-
ership.” . .-~ ‘on North Vietnanr. . .- oL 111}1{!}11651(]1;121'28111% l)},;;‘oo‘ili'gilié'{ (}?-[EC‘?CC‘UOI\“S,
N Risenhower feal 4ha Aot ) , . . L L | uments shovw that Fisenhower was.
. LI??“%?“.“' x"O'O!.!‘”'t n«?.‘.q%u‘%{ ihg‘igiqci&j : “) %'rp:.n me' bog”.m“~“§% ofmthe' dlmcf. ]i}'sj'\\’ztz‘;"c:c] in advance by the CIA that Diem’
=7 menss show, ab the kigh point of his con- military " involvemant, high-vanking officials vould balk at the clections but did noibine ta-
fidence.in Ngo Dinh Diem’s ability 1o cmerge lad diificuity estimating how many civilians oy Do Ot 1 HEHIg R
as a truly national, ani-Cormamunist loader, were included in casually figures, - White Branded & dietatorshiy
Blem, who has been ingtalled as prime min- House adviser Michacl Forrestal ohserved af. Eisenhower and Soc. of 16 John Fosier
ister by the United Statés in 1954, impressed ter a visit (o Vietnam io 1967 “No ona really D‘!ilz" . _.'];}1‘[-;“ *v'“-wr?“x"::{?ﬁ"o ]”S'”"l""l?‘LI(.l
Bisenhower and Sec. of State John Foster knows how many of the 20,000 .*Viet Cong’ ¢ z;v(:;ié( "‘:]m' f{?‘)‘]}:l(‘;lf/\ﬂ\]tl;i’;el: LDI.IC
Dulles with his vhexpected cfriciency in put- killed last.year. were only innocenl, - or. at CIA tlf"zt' » GOSPHE @ 107 ¢ B vt
ting down a number of dissident sects in 1955, east persuadable, villagers.” s g f':c'%dc of representative egvernmont s
Just before the crackdown, Gen. J. Lawion (3) William Jorden, a key Vietnam special- nmim;‘inted but tl%o f:)c'w"e;'mnf;ntf is in fact cs-
Lollins, Eiscohower’s eavoy in Saigon, recom-” ist, was sent to South Vietnam in 1063 to draw sentially authorftarian. The lesislative pow-
mended that Diem be removed. Dulles Col- up cvidence to support the administration’s e;\; o} ll)le‘Nﬂii011fZI {}g",)mbrf q'fe ‘5\(1-;(-11-, cir-
ccurred and the State Department sent a cable contention of. massive infiltvation by North o sepibed: the fudiciary i;}u;idovclobogi and
1o the U.s. 13".111!){155)' directing that Diem e . Vietnam. He reported back: “We are unable subo‘rdinabl'é’ to ufc r,:x'ejcu)ﬁv'e; ax:d the ’mcl‘,‘n‘-
1;1153’Icgh:(}l)gt;;;?“;uo thg ~1)10,SJdG17.¢y,} then aéé? l(lil?lcirln;;ga :’_\facl‘(lorv-e!o[‘) any hard CV“_]-C‘?COE_b;ars %f ,”K; ex‘cc;mive bmi;‘i‘h. are litlle more
& . . ) . 2 N - . L a < ae 3 .
;* Surprised at Dienv’s forceful performance ! (7). Gen. Maxwell D. Taylor was the prin- t):;i\]’o 'sz,qll;’,%g 3‘)’}?35{;,%’,, ;1;3‘;1‘}.%] or othor-
against the sects, Washington revoled the . cipal exponent of the, doming theory inside the . . o) aiod g W erities gf the yesinie
‘cable and ordered Tt burnoed. ' . Johnson administration. As chairman of the WI.SL’“lznu;;)ll%;(,"dm ) c’i‘he‘e\'m‘cisé of L{;ow-
Eiscahowel and Dulles were also encour- - Joint Chicfs of Stuff, Taylor warned on Jan.. 2;0‘1&[ ros (‘msi‘i)im&'i; limiied to Diem aud a
aged by the scemingly mild reaction to 22, 1864, that the fall of South Victnaiv- would ve;y‘ sm‘;}]!)l gifele m}.inly 'composod of his

U.S."and other powers, may be abls (o eslab-
lish a strong regime in South Vietnam, we
believe that the chances for this development
“are poor and, moreover, that the situation is
more likely to centinue to deteriorate pro-

-..Copyr?ghf,‘ 1977,‘C!:ic57§;o‘ Sun-Times

sce that they were held, N

Diem’s decision to cancel the 1936 national " result in the immediate loss of Laos, Thailand elatives,” )
elections, which had been agreed upon in the “and Cambadia. He also warned that there TCodVe®: oo L T
1834 Geaeva (Swilzerland) decords, could be a dangerous reaction in Burma, In-
+ . Redvictory at poils seen ’ - dia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Japan, Taiwan,

Eiserhower acquiesced in Diem’s move on! Korea and the Philippines and possibly sim-
the basis of a Central Intelligence Agency as---ilar “unfavorable effects” in Africa and in
sessment that the Saigon government “al. | Latin America, " I '
most-cevtainly would not be able (o defoat the The CIA, on the ether haad, consistently / :
Connnunists in counlrywide elections.” i argued that it was unlikely thar any other

“The documents indicate a growing senge of ' country wenld go Communist, SR
optimism between 1955 and 1938 in Diem’s CIA estimatedisregarded

possibilivies ag a leadei of borh halves of Viol- The documents show that the CIA was
nam. But just as NSC 5309 was being premul- ~Jargely disrezavded. by the policy-makers . o
galed, the Viel Cong launthad thelr ipsuy- Jrom the stovt of the U.S. involvement 'Ib‘c ' :
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issues "¢f The Suni-

who supervised the project, re- p
fused to discuss the articles,

the amount of material re-.
ceived or its source. )

The Sun-Times said initially . L
that its material had come
from the Commission of In-
quiry into U.S. War Crimes in.
Vietnam, When asked how

terday’.sﬁ

DAPIR ON COST |

Times. .
PPt \ m Mr. Hushen was asked what
1 ESGAPFS ﬁG’l H)T\I action the Justice Department
P .4 1 WU Ii|would take if further articles
. Lo e in the Los Angeles and Chicago
papers and those of the Knight
chain should be felt to present
& “threat to national security.”

U.s, -/\ls;o'Says It Won't Ac‘c

€

¢ Now Against Knight Chain

S ———————— ————

! . N
- By LINDA CHARLTON
. The Justice Department an-
nounced yesterday that it
would not take legal action
“at this time” against The Los
Angeles Times and the 11-
newspaper Knight chain, which
yesterday published articles
said to be based on secret Gov-
ernment documents, -
The New York Times, The
Washington Post and The Bos-
ton Globe remained under court
orders not to publish any fur-
ther articles drawn from the
Pentagon study on the origins
of the Vietnam war. .
. John C. Hushen, a spolkes-
man for the Justice Depart-
ment, said in Washington late
yesterday that the department
had reviewed the articles that
appeared in The Los  Angeles
Times and at léast seven of the
Knight papers and had decided
that “they do not constitute
any threat to national security.”

" Opinion Unchanged

He added that “we find no
reason to change our opinion™
about the nature of the ma-
terial appearing in The Chicago
Sun-Times, which on Wednesday
began publishing’ articles re-
portedly based on secret Gov-
ernment documents. The de-
partment had said, after re-
viewing the first articles, that
the decuments had been de-
classified. That judgment, ac-
cording to Mr. Hushen, was un-
changed by the articles in yes-

“We'll. cross  that bridge
when we come to, it.” he said.

Lee Hills, the executive edit-
or of the Knight Newspaper
Group, said that the chain had
“no plan at this moment to
publish further material from
the Pentagon papers.” A spokes-
man for the group said that,
unlike the three papers enjoin-
ed from further publication, no
one from the Justice Depart-
men had even requested that
the material not be published.

Two More Articles _

The Sun-Times, however, pub-
lishedt two articles in its Friday
issue, which was on the nows-
stands late yesterday alternoon,
that were reportedly based on a
number of “sources, including
the Pentagon, the State Depart-
ment and the Central Intellj-
gence Agency.

James F. Hoge, editor of The
Sun-Times, said that some of
the source documents were
classified and some were not.

The latest articles in The
Sun-Times dealt with events
_during the Eisenhower Admin-
istration. Those in the Knight
newspapers focused on Robert
S. McNamara, the Secretary of
Defense, and the progress of
the war in 1967 and carly 1968§.
In both casss, the articles
came from - the Washington
burcaus of the newspapers.

The Knight papers referred
only to information “made
available "to Knight news-
papers.”  Derick Daniels, a
senior. Knight editor in Detroit

%8

fong the articles would .con-
tinue, Thomas B. 'Ross, the
Chicago paper's’ Washington
burcau chief, said:  “We're
open-ended.” I ‘
Articles Widely Published

A random check of several
major newspapers across the
country indicated that, so” far

as was possible, they were pub-’

lishing as much as was avail-
able about the so-called Pen-
tagon papers. The St. Louis
Post-Dispatch, The - Atlanta
Constitution, The San Francisco
Chronicle, The Louisville Cour-

ier-Journal and The Milwaukee -

Journal all said they had used

news agency articles. The Min-"

neapolis Tribune has used. re-
written versions of combined
news agency articles,

The Boston Globe was al-
owed to resume publishing
articles supplied by news serv-
ices and bdsed on the new dis-
closures published elsewhere

when an carlier Federal court

order -
tion- of t
disclosures—was amended, A
hearing is scheduled for today
on an order by Federal Judge
Anthony Julian barring The
Globe - from publishing  addi-
tional stories based on its own
documents, ..

The Globe published what
was to have been the first of
& series of articles on the Pen-
tagon study Tuesday; the Jus-
tice. Department went to court
the same day to obtain the re-
straining order. . .. .. .

Frohibiting any men-
1
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TRy this time, two Viet Congl ppg decision camé at " thé

A& ‘\ AL Wean Nede attacks—one on the Bien Hoa'hejght of Riscnhower’s confer-’
a~@ﬂ$,ﬁd@@; <

i
[I o » alrbase and the second at Plel- apee in Ngo Dioh Diem. Kisen-
i e e 5 e A * ku—had (izt_used,sizable_mucri- hower an% Secxfetary of Slate
A S A g ey -7 7. ,cancasuallies. .o John Foster Dulles, according
. P} P xi’?: (\ [ e, £y \/ = x’f« S ;'- . Johnson said that while mov-li5 the Sun-'i‘imeso story, also
AQ) O 6 A 4 _{j e TE ing in 1964 to build wp the U8\ yere encouraged by tifa ‘seem-
o : e R S ¥+, military effort in Vielnam, “Tiinety nild reaction to Diem’s
had moments of deep discour-\qecision to cancel the 1956 elec-
agement, times when I felt that|jions for all of Vietnam pro-

¥ 'rﬁaj /\/\ S @\) .
{‘m [Q:) 34\/ 4@1 fﬂ-} @E ﬁ 53 -, gjy _the South Vietnamese were their|ineq for in the 1954 Genqva

) cown worst encimies, The South!a.cords ‘
TFormer Presldent Lyndon B, Johnson has acknowledged in his '

" Vielnamese scemed to have a - ‘
o o ! ; strong impulse to politi i . ‘
‘still-unpublished memoirs that he was preparing for large-scale trang impulse to political sui CIA Report

. clde.”?

N

military - involvement in Vietnam prior to the 1864 electipns,

“according to Newsday, a Long Island newspaper,
Newsday said the information from

the memoirs —— to be

published in November under the iitle, “The Vantage Point:

Perspeclives of the Presidency”
— was obtained from a publish-
ing industry source. The mem-
oirs, Newsday said, are largely
in galloy form at the New York
firm of Holt, Rinechart & Win-
ston, S :

© The Newsday account of John-
son's aflitudes tends to buttress
conclusions drawn from a sec-
{ion of the sceret Pentagon pa-
‘pers published last week by the
New Yoik Times.

- *General Consensus’

t
. The Times sald the massive

Pentagon study said that a “‘gen-.

.eral consensus’ within the ad-
‘ministration that
probably would have to be
Jaunched against Hanol was
-reached at a White House strate-
gy meeting in September 1964,
Just after the Tonkin Guif inci-
dent. No such counsensus was
made public at the time.

That Johnson concurred in the
decision has been disputed in
several “newspaper stories and
articles, including one in yester-
day’s Baliimore Sun asserting.
that Johnson was skeptical|
about initialing air attacks, even!
afler his overwhelming election:
in19s4. R

The rescarchers and analysts
who worked on the Pentagon|
study, ordered by Robert 5.
McNamara in 1967, acknowl-;

- sedged there were gaps in their

"work because they did not have
‘access to presidential papers or,
_many documents from .other!
‘agencles., . '

The Newsday story said Johu-
.son depiets bhimself as having
been hesitant for several months
about approving military recom-,
mendations for bombing North
Vietnam, His decision o esce-
late *the war, according fo to-.
day’s story, came because, “T
iwas convinced that our retreat’
from this challenge would open’
the path to World War IIL”;
Johuson writes, - !

IR I i d
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‘Comments on Speech

The Newsday account also
. quotes Johnson’s comments

ahout a 1964 campaign speech he,

gave in Texas in which he as-
.serted that he would not send
U.S. troops to “do the fighting
that Asian boys should do for
y themselves,” o«
l What he meant, Johnson says,
is that America should not “iake
charge” of the war or provoke a
conflict” with China. Newsday
quotes the memoirs as saying,
141 did not mean thal we were
.not going to do any fighting, for
we had alrcady lost many good

air aftacks men in Vietnan.” - -

During the 19564 campaign
against Sen. Barry Goldwater,
supporters of Johnson were high-
ly critical of Goldwater’s stand

for stronger military action in

South Vielnam. .

According (o Newsday, on
March 17, 1984, Johnson ap-
proved a recommendation by
McNamara to prepare for “a
program of graduated mbitary
pressure against the North.” In
September—as_asserted in the
Pentagon study--the President
approved the bombing plan, to
be implemented if Cormmunist
forces made a “spectacular’ at-
tack in the South.

Tmplemented in February -

'fhe plan was put into effect in
Feb. 7, 1965, after Johnson twice
rejected military advise to begin
bombing carlier, the Newsday
story said.

In the memoirs, according {o
the newspaper, Johnson quotes
himself as saying to aldes when
authorizing the bombing: “We

have kept our guu over the raan-,
| le and our shells in the cup-:

board for a long time now. Aud
what was the result? They are
killing our men while they sleep
in the night. I can't ask Ameri-
ca soldiers out there to continue
to fight with one hand tied be-
hind their backs.” '

“{interviews attributed this state-

Kisenhower, the Sun-Times
said, acquiesced to Diem’s move
on the basis of a Central Infel-
tligence Agency assessment that
Diem's Saigon government “al-
ost certainly would not be able
to defeal the Communists in
counirywide elections.”

The Sun-Times also said secret
Pentagon “war games” indical-
ed in early 1954 that sirategic
bombing of North Vietnam
might. be a failure. High-level
studies in. 1967 concluded that
{his had lieen the fase.t i
“p e : In another reaction to publt-

S telling 3 the Amm“-]-can-ication of stories on the Penlgagor}
people everything 1. know. 1 gpndy, the Chicago Tribune in
haven't made any decision to ia front-page edilorial, suggested
expand the war, but if I did, T {oday that a group of editora
would not announce it because iang ‘government officials study
I would not want the enemy to |the Pentagon papers to decide
have advance notice.” iwhat can be published safely,

The Chicago Sun-Times eon- iang distribule the material to

- “My Vantage Point”

Johnson prefaced his chronolo-
gy of his Vietnam decisions by
saying, “T have nol written these
chapters 1o say, “This was how it
was, but to say, ‘Thisishow I
saw it from my vantage point.” ”

In the Sun’s story yesterday,
. Potter discussed two off-the-
record interviews he said- he
had with Johnson early in. De-
cember 1984. The-report of the

ment to Johuson: ~

tinued a series of articles today iali news media.

cret Penlagon documents and
other sources.” The Justice De-
partment has net moved to e
join the Sun-Times, The govern-
ment has said it has determined’
. the documents heing used were
declassified in 1968. Yeslerday,
the Sun-Times said its material
came from sources “involving
the Pentagon study.”

nisenkower Policy Cited

Among the material cited in
today’s Sun-Times was a dis-
closure that President Dwight
D. Eisenhower in 1958 secretly
established a policy to eliminate
Communist contro! in Hanoi and
reunite North and .South Viet-
pam under an anti-Communist
government, ’ -

Quoting -from what the paper
said was National Security Coun-
cil Paper 5609, dated April 2, L
1958, it said Eisenhower divected ; ¢
! the government to “work toward
the wezkening of the Commu-.
nists of North and South Viet-,

“nam in erder to bring about thej
; eventual peaceful reunification
i of a free and independent Viet-
nam under anti-Communist, Jead-
ership.”” .. .. AP

'
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'based on what it called “tch se- g e ot e 2




